CORK DISTRICT ASYLUM.
Here the accommodation is considerably in excess of the numbers resident. The former is for 1,344 patients, and the numbers on January 1st, 1893, were 558 men and 534 women, a total of 1,092, which had increased to 1,123 by the end of December. The admissions were 260, the recoveries 88, and the deaths 105. The recoveries stand at 33*8 percent. on the admissions, and the deaths at 9'4 on the average resident. Both of these percentages are a little under the average. Drink is given as the assigned cause in 32 cases, and hereditary influence in 17 only ; but Dr. Woods states, and correctly so, that " intemperance is a far more frequent cause of insanity than is assigned, and hereditary predisposition is always reluctantly acknowledged by the friends, and should hold a much more prominent position as a cause of insanity than it does in these returns." and further on, with more truth than originality, he records his opinion that the " free discharge of weak-minded but harmless patients, and the too early removal of those recovering, has tended to increase considerably the number of insane who break down from heredity;" Medical superintendents are fond of pointing to a high recovery rate ; but if they would reflect on the fact that the higher the recovery rate in this generation the greater will be the number of insane people in the next, they might perhaps be induced to hide the results of their treatment as one of those thiDgs better not enlarged on. The rate per head per annum is ?20 12s.
